Rederivation of rat colonies seropositive for Bacillus piliformis and the subsequent screening for antibodies.
Latent infection of rats in a breeding colony with Bacillus piliformis detectable by antibodies to the agent in an immunofluorescence assay was eliminated by a combination of traditional rederivation techniques, using animal units not previously used for rat breeding, and the use of specific disinfection procedures. The success rate was apparently correlated with the use of peracetic acid instead of aldehyde products to decontaminate the animal unit.